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June 9, 2020 

 
Meeting Minutes 

 
Attendance: Peter Boucher, Kate Breen, Andy Crisafulli, Paul Daigle, Avery Esdaile, Scott Hutchison, Kelly Farley, 
Ryan Ford, Thom Holdgate, Dee King, David Mahery, Brian McNally, Michael O’Connor, Sylvia Stepien, Michael 
Vaughan, Peter Smith 
 
Regrets: Mitch Finnegan, Naomi Martin, Peter Schafer 
 
Meeting called to order at 10:08am. Scott Hutchison was welcomed as a new member of the committee. 
 
The minutes of the February 11, 2020 committee meeting were approved unanimously. 
 
2019-20 Program Update 
The committee reviewed the 2019-20 MIAA Educational Athletics Program Calendar and the impact of the COVID-
19 disruption on scheduled programs. Although several programs were cancelled during the spring months, a 
number of online professional development opportunities were offered during this time including – 15 virtual 
Wellness Webinars, a 2-day co-sponsored leadership workshop with MSAA, and an Online Coaches’ Education 
pilot program. 
 
COVID-19 Task Force Update 
MIAA Associate Director Sherry Bryant and COVID-19 Task Force Co-Chair Thom Holdgate provided an update 
about preliminary work being done by the Task Force. Three sub-groups have been formed to focus on scenarios 
of school athletics with a virtual support model, a hybrid model, and the “new normal” of students returning to 
play. 
 
Diversity, Equity and Inclusion Update 
MIAA/MSAA Diversity, Equity and Inclusion Committee Liaisons Michael Rubin and Kathleen McSweeney provided 

an update about DEI initiatives. A statement from MIAA/MSAA Executive Director Bill Gaine with online resources 

was recently sent to both association memberships and posted on the respective websites. Additional resources 

from DEI Committee members will be added to the webpage moving forward. The committee is also working to 

develop regional workshops, a newsletter and a student essay/video contest. 

Committee Structure Discussion 
The committee discussed the current structure and need for additional representation from other areas of the 
state. District Workshops will be utilized to further this discussion and share the role of the Educational Athletics 
Committee. 
 
Member School Survey 
A subcommittee was formed to develop a survey and obtain feedback regarding the current programming needs 
and recommendations of member schools. Subcommittee volunteers are Andy Crisafulli, Avery Esdaile and Sylvia 
Stepien. 
 
MSSADA/MIAA Sportsmanship Partnership 
Andy Crisafulli shared information about this partnership that is focusing on sportsmanship initiatives through 
both associations. A working list of topics has been developed that the subcommittee will begin to review. 



 

 

 
Ongoing Initiatives 
Peter Smith provided on update about ongoing initiatives including the transition to providing virtual Coaches’ 
Education Clinics; downloadable certificates to recognize Student Ambassadors and student achievements within 
educational athletics; virtual courses available at NFHSLearn.com; and the promotion of resources available 
through the Massachusetts Health Promotions Clearinghouse.  
 
The meeting adjourned at 11:58am. 


