
 

-------  Congratulations  ------- 
These officials are being recognized for their outstanding service to all 
MIAA student-athletes and for their commitment to the promotion of 

Educational Athletics. 
 

This award has been established to recognize and acknowledge their individual achievement but 
also to validate the vital work our 6,000+ officials in MA do each and every season.  Game officials 
serve as “educators of the game” and are major component of high school athletics.   We thank 
them for their efforts to support the highest ideals of sportsmanship, fair play and athletic 
achievement.   

     
 

Listed below are the recognized officials, their region where they officiate and their personal 
philosophy.  Thank you to each and every MIAA official; without you, student-athletes would not have 
competition.  Although usually recognized in May of each academic year, a complete program 
including years of service and additional accolades will be available at the rescheduled recognition 
banquet this fall. 
 
BASEBALL 
MARK RULLI, South Shore, MA:  
“It is the officials’ silent job to make young adults better in understand the play of their respected 
sport. Athletics must be defined by more than a team’s win and losses. Athletics must be used as a 
way to teach student-athletes values and life lessons such as being a teammate, accountability, 
leadership, sportsmanship, performing under stress, social skills and the ability to take direction.”  
 
BASKETBALL (Boys) 
DAVID ENGELSON, Eastern, MA:  
“Athletics provides society with a vehicle to bring together people who would have otherwise not 
have had the opportunity to interact in a positive manner, creating deep lifelong meaningful bonds, 
particularly those of different racial and societal backgrounds. This is also true in the business of 
officiating.”  
 
BASKETBALL (Girls)  
KAREN J. WISNIOWSKI, Eastern, MA:  
“’Give the world the best you have, and it may never be good enough. Give your best anyways!’ As 
an official, it is my job to keep the game fair. In order to accomplish the same, not only do I need to 
know the rules extremely well, but I also need to know how the rules affect the flow and spirit of the 
game. Officiating is an awesome responsibility and must be taken seriously. I enter each game with 



the mindset that I will officiate this game better than the one I did yesterday, never settling for 
mediocrity.”  
 
CROSS COUNTRY  
PETER MCCAULIFF, Central, MA:  
“It has always been my belief that athletics play a vital role in a student’s overall education. The 
positive attitudes developed through individual achievement, teamwork, commitment and social 
interaction are essential to the athlete’s development. Student-athlete experiences serve to develop 
good citizens. To help foster these traits in my students has been the greatest reward throughout 
my career.”  
 
FIELD HOCKEY  
MEGHAN CARLISLE, Central, MA:  
“I believe that mentoring young players to stay involved in the game is important for its continued 
growth. As an umpire, I feel we can show athletes that playing is not their only option to staying in 
the game. Giving new umpires the confidence and skills to trust in their decisions when applying the 
game rules is our job when mentoring. We must become a source and role model to grow this game 
we are all passionate about.” 
 
FOOTBALL  
MICHAEL A. FLORIO, Western, MA:  
“To provide fair, honest and impartial officiating. To maintain a safe, good and sportsman 
atmosphere at all games. To work respectively with other officials on and off the field. To continue 
annual professional development in officiating.” 
 
GYMNASTICS (Girls)  
KATHY OSTBERG, Eastern, MA:  
“I have a passion for the sport of Gymnastics but I am equally passionate about high school 
athletics and the life lessons learned from participation in programs. The numerous benefits of the 
student-athlete experience are evident to me as a teacher, coach, tournament director, official, and 
most importantly, as a parent.” 
 
ICE HOCKEY (Boys)  
DAVID COSTA, South Shore, MA:  
“Athletics is an opportunity for all involved to grow individually, as well as in a team setting. Athletics 
provides the ability to promote good sportsmanship, leadership, accountability, discipline, and a 
strong work ethic.” 
 
ICE HOCKEY (Girls)  
KELLY COOKE, Eastern, MA:  
“Hockey has given me many opportunities throughout my life. It has taught me some of the hardest 
lessons, introduced me to my closest friends, and created lifelong memories. My philosophy is to 
empower every athlete to experience those opportunities, to learn from their success and 
hardships, and to develop their character through sport.” 
 
LACROSSE (Boys)  
SARKIS CHINIAN, Eastern, MA:  
“Athletics is a great opportunity to stay involved with others whether it is a team sport or an 
individual sport. It is a tremendous opportunity to meet and make lifetime friends.” 
 
LACROSSE (Girls)  
ELIZABETH “BETSY” CLARK, Eastern, MA:  



“Playing on a team be it for a sport, a play, chorus, debate team etc., builds self-confidence and a 
sense of purpose. It teaches commitment, time management, how to cope with the ups and downs, 
how to be a teammate, leader and how to win and lose graciously.” 
 
RUGBY  
ANTOINE GALOU, New England Rugby Referee Society: 
“Any match official needs to make sure they are providing a safe environment for any team to 
compete. They also need to be fair and impartial and know the rules and laws of the sport they are 
officiating. It should be fun for both the official and participant.” 
 
SOCCER (Boys)  
SCOTT CHRISTENSEN, Eastern, MA:  
“Athletics are a great way for student-athletes to learn valuable skill sets that they can utilize in all 
facets of life. As a former high school and collegiate athlete, my philosophy was crafted based on 
how athletics impacted my personal life. These teachings included: Perseverance/Resilience, 
Communication, Preparation/Planning, Motivation, Accountability, Confidence, and Sportsmanship.”  
 
SOCCER (Girls)  
DANIEL MURPHY, Eastern, MA:  
“My philosophy is to help the student-athletes and coaches understand the rules and help out in 
any way possible for them to achieve goals and sportsmanship.”  
 
SOFTBALL  
MICHAEL ROBERTS, Central, MA:  
“One of my guiding principles as an official is to provide a fair and balanced playing field for the 
players and participants of the game, regardless of the score or the level of play.  It is the officials’ 
responsibility to uphold the integrity of the game by applying the rules of the game and to treat that 
contest as the most important game on your schedule. Anything else would be a disservice to the 
sport, players and to yourself.” 
 
SWIMMING & DIVING (Fall)  
KATHLEEN STEWART, Western, MA:  
Awarded Posthumously  
Kathleen’s philosophy as narrated by her daughter, Terri: “Team spirit: She loved to see athletes 
come together and care deeply about their team, wearing team gear with pride, cheering loudly for 
all participants and celebrating team victories. Competition: She loved a great race. She was awed 
by the effort and courage even very young athletes demonstrated. Sportsmanship: As a coach, an 
official and a parent, she placed high value on the ability to shake hands at the end of the race or a 
meet. Individual growth: My mother loved to see the excitement and pride of a swimmer who just 
achieved a goal.” 
 
SWIMMING & DIVING (Winter)  
KEITH MELIONES, Eastern, MA:  
“As an official and coach, I strongly believe that it is the goal of high school athletics to provide a 
positive experience for all participants regardless of athletic ability. As an official, I try to embody the 
‘Art of Officiating’. I make sure that the athlete has the benefit of the doubt and to make sure they 
are not disqualified unless I am 100% sure that a violation occurred. I believe in providing students 
with disabilities an opportunity to safely participate in swimming and diving.” 
 
TRACK & FIELD, OUTDOOR  
GORDON WARREN, MA Track and Field Association:  



“Coaches, officials, administration and parents all have a role in an athlete’s development. Working 
together helps breed success. Success is not always receiving the gold but it is developing lifelong 
values that will allow you to succeed.” 
 
VOLLEYBALL (Boys)  
FRANK SCHILLINGER, Western New England, MA:  
“I believe the ‘Student’ in student-athlete takes priority. I also believe athletics is a motivator for 
students to focus on their academics so they are allowed to play sports. Athletics teaches the 
students so many life skills: teaches camaraderie, compassion, team concepts, and leadership 
skills.” 
 
VOLLEYBALL (Girls)  
LAURA M. NELSON, Western New England:  
“My wish is that when I leave the gym the teams/fans don’t remember me at all. Or if they do 
remember me, it is because I did a good job or I made them feel good. I got so much out of playing 
high school sports. It has shaped the person that I am today. I wish the same for the players I 
officiate. I want them to love this sport like I do and play it as long as they can and maybe even 
officiate one day.” 
 
WRESTLING  
DONALD MCNEIL, MA Interscholastic Wrestling Officials Association:  
“Athletics has undoubtedly helped mold me into the person that I am today. Without structure and 
principles of hard work, perseverance, and learning to work together to achieve a common goal, 
many individuals would be unable to reach their greatest potential. The skills and work ethic that 
individuals develop through athletics is difficult, if not impossible, to find elsewhere.” 

 

   
 

 

http://www.miaa.net/
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