
Massachusetts Interscholastic Athletic Association 

 

Sports Medical Committee Meeting 

October 5, 2020 
 

 

Call to Order: 4pm 

 

Attendance: 

Introduction of new members: Christian Schatz of Bishop Feehan High School was 

welcomed to the SMC.  

 

House Keeping issues: Members were reminded of the governance of the MIAA and the 

conflict of interest statement. 

 

Officers:  The Officers for the 2020-2021 school year were nominated and elected. 

 

Chair:          Alan Ashare, MD  

Vice Chair:  John Jardine, MD  

Secretary:    Robert McQuaid, PAC 

 

Minutes: The minutes of the previous meeting were reviewed voted on and accepted  

 

Since the spring of 2020 the SMC has met several times regarding sports and the 

pandemic.  The SMC help to guide the Association, along with its representatives on the 

COVID-19 Task Force Dr. Ashare and Dr. Colandreo, changes and rule adaptations for 

fall sports.  These meetings were summarized in today’s meeting. 

 

Return to play: The SMC discussed the current recommendations on Return to Play.  

The committee also discussed cardiac implications on student athletes affected by 

COVID-19.  Discussion about possible need of cardiac clearance for athletes with cardiac 

manifestations of the disease prior to return to play. 

 

It was stated that the EEA wants to see how the fall season turns out before discussing 

winter sports participation programs and participation.  The SMC will be reviewing 

individual sport committee modifications for the winter season. 

 

Discussion was had regarding towns listed in the red zone. If a town is listed in the red 

zone, the state requires the cities and towns to continue in that zone until three weeks 

worth of metrics has been collected. 

 

The MIAA continues to plan for winter sports but no final decisions at this time.  This is 

a fluid process as the decisions made today may be changed tomorrow.  

 

Rule changes: 



The remainder of the meeting involved voting on rule changes that will be reflected in the 

MIAA Handbook for 2021-23 seasons. The rule change process was explained to the 

members clarifying the SMC vote is only part of the process for the rule change process.   

Ethel Kawesa assisted Richard with collecting and tabulating votes. 

 

A discussion ensued regarding when we should meet again. The normal schedule would 

be to meet again in February 2021. It was felt that due to the challenges in front of the 

MIAA for sports participation during the winter season and the COVID pandemic that we 

should meet more often. 

 

Next meeting: November 2, 2020.  

The SMC is very grateful to the experts that have guided and advised us through this 

process.  We look forward to their continued participation  

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Robert G. McQuaid P.A.-C. 

Secretary MIAA Sports Medicine Committee 


