
 

Ayer Shirley Regional High School Student Receives 
MIAA Student-Athlete of the Month Award 
 

Ijeoma Ezechukwu, a senior at Ayer Shirley Regional High School, has been 
selected as the recipient of the “MIAA Student-Athlete of the Month Award" for 
September 2021.  IJay, as she is warmly known, is a native of Nigeria who 
acclimated herself to the Ayer Shirley community last fall through her 
dedication to academics and her strong leadership skills. As an Honors and 
Advanced Placement student, IJay’s ability to discuss works of literature such 
as The Great Gatsby, and The Crucible, “is impressive, but her ability to 
discuss them with great depth is what really separates her from her peers,” 
stated her English teacher, Chris Donovan. Additionally, Donovan said, “her 
writing is unequivocally at college level, and this was proven time and time 
again last year.”   
 
A three-sport athlete who competes in Cross Country, Indoor and Outdoor 
Track and Field, IJay is an “incredibly motivated and hard worker” according to 
Mike Seguin, Co-Coach for Cross Country and Track, who said, “She is probably 
the best role model we have on the team for the younger girls.” Ijay is a 
natural leader who is captain for both the Indoor and Outdoor Track and Field 
Teams; her sprinting talents qualified her for the Outdoor All-State Meet in the 
200m, and she led the 4x100m relay team to a seventh-place finish. Donovan 
stated, “Ijay’s speed was obviously a tremendous asset to this team, but the 
guidance she showed her teammates made an even greater difference.” Steve 
Kendall, Athletic Director said, “she has been a quite leader in all the sports in 
which she has participated here and really exudes the qualities we love to see 
in all our students, but especially our athletes.” He continued, “Ijay is humble, 
displays integrity and honor, she leads a healthy lifestyle, and is hungry to 
improve in all aspects of her life.”     
 
IJay serves her school and her community through her membership in the 
National Honor Society (NHS) and her selection to the Ayer Shirley Student 
Council Executive Board. Through NHS, Ijay has participated in the Walk for 
Hunger and provided assistance at graduation and in organizing and running 
an open house for the elementary students who are starting school for the first 
time. Ijay’s joy in providing service was also evident in her native country of 
Nigeria, where she organized clothing drives to support a local shelter as well 
as a fundraiser to keep the farm land around her school functional.  Locally, 
she volunteers weekly at her church, helping with gardening and cleaning.  
Seguin said, “Ijay never takes on a challenge unless she’s going to give it her 
all, but above all of these accolades, her greatest attribute is that she is 
genuinely a good person and that is what I am most proud of her for.” 
 
The Massachusetts Interscholastic Athletic Association (MIAA) Student-Athlete 
of the Month Award is presented on a monthly basis to two student-athletes 



who display excellence in the areas of academics, athletics and community 
service. Students in grades 9-12 who attend MIAA member schools are eligible 
to receive the award. Monthly award recipients receive a certificate of 
recognition, are featured on www.miaa.net and MIAA social platforms, and will 
be honored at a local ceremony to honor their selection. Each recipient will be 
eligible for the Harry Agganis Student-Athlete of the Year Scholarship provided 
on behalf of the Agganis family. Nominations for the MIAA Student-Athlete of 
the Month award may be submitted by principals, athletic directors, teachers, 
coaches, guidance counselors or other school administrators. For additional 
information about the MIAA Student-Athlete of the Month Award program 
please visit www.miaa.net. 
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